The Bloody Assize
evidence. It was now that lie was consulting with some of
the Crown authorities, who were explaining to him what
would happen to him if they followed Jeffreys' advice and
presented an indictment of perjury against him during the
continuance of the Assize.
That this is so cannot, I think, be doubted, for after a
considerable time spent in examining Mr and Mrs Carpenter,
Mrs Lisle's bailiff and his wife, quietly hostile witnesses who
do nothing to further the Crown case, and just as the Crown
are about to close their case, up jumps Mr Rumsay, one of
the juniors for the prosecution, with the joyful news," Now,
my Lord, Dunne says he will tell all, whether it make for him
or against him."
This was Jeffreys' triumph, that by using his power and
position as Lord Chief Justice of England, he had reduced
this yokel to a state of terror in which he would have said
anything he was bidden.   But it seems probable that what
he did tell the jury was more or less correct, for he said that
they had all supped together and that there had been a
discourse about fighting and that Nelthorpe's name was
mentioned.   Upon which Jeffreys assured the jury that he
had heard all this before in London.   This was almost
certainly a falsehood, and in any case was not evidence
against the prisoner.   And what Dunne confessed did not
come to very much, for I doubt if he had much to say upon
the really relevant issue in the case, namely, what did the
prisoner know of her guest's treason.   But to please Jeffreys
he said : " I will tell you more of this discourse when I have
recollected it, if you will give me time till to-morrow
morning."
Doubtless he would, for his new friends would have
taught him what to say. But the case had to be finished
that night, and it was already very late, Mr Pollexfen closes
the case for the Crown, and Jeffreys calls upon the good lady
to make her defence in the most insultii^g and unjust phrases,
that ever judge addressed to a prisoner.
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